odpc sermon note

OFnHEIt Mt 52 (6)
The Gospel according to James (6)

Trf A1
Words And Faith
(OFLE A James 3:1-6)
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Use your tongue in light of God's judgment.
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Solutions to all problems must begin with
yourself.
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God expects more from those who have received
much.
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Trust God to judge the spiritual leaders.
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Remember that the fruit of life depends on words.
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James exhorted his readers not to become teachers. It's because teachers
use many words and are liable for greater judgment (v. 1). Jesus also
warned that "on the day of judgment people will give account for every
careless word they speak” (Matt 12:36). This means God hears and
remembers every word we speak. How can we practice the presence of
God in our speech?
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James explains the power of words by using three metaphors (vv. 2-6). In
what sense are our words like a bit in horses' mouth (vv. 2-3)? How is the
tongue similar to a ship's rudder (vv. 4-5a)? Why did James compare the
tongue to fire (vv. 5b-6)? Have you been influenced positively by someone's
words? When were you affected negatively? How can you make sure your
words would have a positive influence on others?
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